Syllabus
Honors 310 Tutorial
Making Sense of Categories
Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:10-3:25 p.m., Colvin Hall

Instructor: 	Paul C. Schroeder
		Colvin Hall
		866-7766 (home, Orono)
		schroedr@maine.edu or paul.schroeder@umit.maine.edu

	This course will look at the process of creating and reproducing categories, framed as broadly as possible. Categories and classifications are intrinsic to our lives as learning, reflecting, communicating human beings. 

	Our categorizing ranges from the simplest sorting of the objects of our lives on a daily basis, to the formal arrangement of the world as defined by the professions and academic disciplines, to the preconceptions and stereotypes that accompany our estimation of the people and events we encounter.

	The course will look at categories as they involve our selves as individuals, as social beings and as animals, and our relations with the natural world. These large overview topics will include discussion of historical and contemporary approaches,  as well as  particular themes such as knowledge representation, spatial orientation, and metaphor.

	Given the broad reach of the subject, each student will respond to the topics of the course in a unique way. The number of required texts and readings will be kept at a minimum, with the intent that students will pursue themes that are of particular interest to themselves. At least one article or chapter-length reading will be assigned for each session, and students will also read at least one additional item of their own choice. All readings will be reported back in a standard format. The class will also contribute definitions to a set of related terms. The definitions and reports on readings will be made available to all students as a class resource.

	Students will complete two research papers, each helping to focus the theme of the course on a particular interest or issue. The first of these will likely focus on a particular issue or setting involving problems of categorization in Maine, such as: boundary disputes; renaming of streets and towns due to E911; endangered species and exotic species; or, the concepts and definitions of regions in Maine. The second paper will focus on topics of the students' choice, related to the students' majors, thesis topics, or personal concerns.

	Evaluation will be distributed on the following basis:

			Class participation:			25%
			Definitions and reports on readings:	25%
			Term papers				25% each

	A list of reserve readings and a core bibliography will be distributed with this syllabus. Most of the readings from the core bibliography will be available on a resource shelf in the Honors Center library. Three copies of all required articles and chapter-length readings will be available for group use. Chapters assigned from library reserves should be read in the library or may be borrowed short-term according to reserve rules. 

	This tutorial will be conducted according to policies stated in the Introduction and Syllabus for Honors 111-212, including statements on attendance, academic integrity, classroom environment, inclusive language, and accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have any concerns about this course or your performance, please contact the instructor or the Honors College staff.

	

